First report of BVDV circulation in sheep in Argentina.
Pestiviruses are capable of infecting a wide range of animals within the order Artyodactila. Currently, the genus Pestivirus includes Bovine Viral Diarrhea Virus 1 (BVDV-1) and 2 (BVDV-2), Border Disease Virus (BDV), and Classical Swine Fever Virus (CSFV). BVDV-1, BVDV-2 and BDV are able to cross species barrier to infect a wide range of hosts, whereas CSFV is restricted to domestic pigs and wild boars. In Argentina, 70% of cattle are seropositive to BVDV. Although there were some serological studies in llamas, alpacas and buffaloes, no reports existed about the circulation of BVDV in sheep in Argentina. Based on these, 54 blood samples of healthy ovines were analysed by serology. The results showed that 46.3% of the analysed sheep were seropositive to BVDV-1, 13% to BVDV-2 and 20.4% for both BVDV-1 and BVDV-2. The molecular analysis confirmed the presence of BVDV-1a in some samples.